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The Dutch Safety Board Act expressly stipulates that statements, information
collected by the Dutch Safety Board and documents drafted by the Dutch Safety
Board may not be used as evidence in criminal proceedings, disciplinary proceedings
or civil proceedings. The decision to impose a disciplinary measure, administrative
penalty or administrative measure cannot be based on this either.



Phases in the research process

The Dutch Safety Board aims to publish its reports within one year from starting. During the investigation, various phases are completed, which are shown schematically

below. Because different backgrounds and factors play a role in every incident, the final report contains a justification of the investigation. This explains how the

investigation was conducted and which research methods were used.
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Call

After an occurrence that has interested the Board or an occurrence that falls
within the scope of the Board's obligation to investigate, investigators may
proceed with an exploratory investigation on site immediately. In the event that
emergency services are still busy, their work will naturally take precedence.

Collecting information

An investigation begins with the collection of all relevant information. Persons
involved will be interviewed and data files and documentation will be requested.
In a specific occurrence, where possible, the site of the accident will be visited
and a technical investigation will be performed.

Analysis

Based on all the available information a structured analysis is made of the
circumstances and underlying causes: what happened exactly, how did it happen
and which factors played a part? Previous investigations from other parties will
also be included in the analysis. The next step is to include everything in a draft
report.

Inspection of draft report

The draft report is sent to the parties involved for inspection. These parties check
the report for factual inaccuracies and respond within a period of several weeks.
Comments are substantiated by the Dutch Safety Board and published at the
same time as the final report.

At various times in the process, the Dutch Safety Board asks a supervisory
committee consisting of professionals in the field of the current investigation
for advice. This is one of the instruments available for monitoring quality.

Publication

Together with the associated documents (appendices, draft report comments to
the draft report and any relevant animations) the final report will be published
on the website. Many reports include recommendations from the Board.

Roll-out

The Dutch Safety Board believes parties involved should take the lessons
learned from the investigation and apply them in practice. As such, the outcome
of the investigation is generally discussed with the organisations and individuals
involved. Investigators and board members will often highlight findings from
investigations at meetings and conferences.

Compliance with recommendations

The board will issue recommendations for improvement for most investigations.
How have the recommendations been followed up and what progress has been
made? The response of the parties involved will be assessed together after

which the Board publishes a response on its website.

The Dutch Safety Board will not release any underlying research information or details
about sources. This source protection ensures that parties involved can be completely
open and honest without any negative impact on themselves or loved ones. This is the
only way to entirely benefit from lessons learned.


https://www.linkedin.com/company/onderzoeksraad-voor-veiligheid/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8YTCQ5-kR3aqaUwyUk1Sig
https://twitter.com/onderzoeksraad

